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Do you understand why you should read this website and also just what the relationship to checking out book
Jaguar: A Story Of Africans In America By Paul Stoller In this modern-day period, there are numerous
means to obtain guide and also they will certainly be much easier to do. Among them is by getting the e-
book Jaguar: A Story Of Africans In America By Paul Stoller by online as just what we inform in the link
download. Guide Jaguar: A Story Of Africans In America By Paul Stoller can be an option because it is so
appropriate to your necessity now. To get the book online is quite easy by simply downloading them. With
this opportunity, you could read guide anywhere as well as whenever you are. When taking atrain, awaiting
listing, as well as waiting for a person or other, you could read this on the internet e-book Jaguar: A Story Of
Africans In America By Paul Stoller as abuddy again.

From Publishers Weekly

Drawing from decades of African experiences, Stoller, an anthropologist, delivers a complex novel that
follows a pair of Nigerian newlyweds in the vicissitudes of life in Africa and in America. Issa Boureima
leaves his new wife, Khadija, to travel to Americain hopes of becoming a"jaguar,”AWest African slang for
a savvy entrepreneur who can ride trends to turn a profit. Hawking Malcolm X caps and kente cloth bags,
Issa moves between African-American street fairs and expos in Harlem and New Jersey. Along with culture
shock, a newfound community of African expat "jaguars' and a fascination with multicultural Americans,
Issa has a recurring problem. He and his wife, both Muslims, are committed to their "modern™ marriage, that
is, aunion that allows Khadijato work in the marketplace in Africaand forbids Issa from taking on any more
wives. While Khadija struggles and thrives with her dry goods shop, Issa acquires a stable of American
lovers, feeling guilty and dishonest. Since Issa sends sizable sums of money back to his family, Khadija
faces the growing resentment of his family over her business and independence. Stoller adds subtle power
and depth to the story as he shows her increasing loneliness and despair when she learns that her husband
plans to apply for political asylum in America. Her life changes when she meets a kind and sensitive Arab
shopkeeper called Y usef. Stoller's uncomplicated prose scores by choosing poignancy and realism over
sentimentality and melodrama. The book's resolution does not follow the predictable route, satisfying in its
wise revelations about the difficulties of the expatriate life and the human need for love. (Dec.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

An unusua premisethe life of aWest African immigrant in Harlemis the best thing about this unfortunately
slack first novel by Stoller, an American professor of anthropology whos written scholarly studies of Niger
and its environs (In Sorcerys Shadow: A Memoir of Apprenticeship Among the Songhay of Niger, 1987,
etc.). Issa Boureima, an enterprising Nigerien, has left his young wife Khadija at home with his own
sprawling familygreedy layabouts inordinately proud that theyre direct descendants of Songhay kings. While
I ssa prospers as ajaguar (a West African term for an independent entrepreneur who moves into new territory
and rapidly establishes himself), sending money and well- meant promises back to Niger, we observe (in
juxtaposed parallel chapters) Khadijas growth from deferential helpmeet to strong, confident woman who



breaks free from her in-laws haughty importunings (Before, a woman might sacrifice herself for her
husbands family. But no longer) and likewise succeeds as a merchant. Thats about all that happens, in a story
overloaded with simplistic contrasts between (brash) American and (politely passive) African manners and
morals. Stoller concentrates on both Issas and Khadijas relations with sympathetic countrymen (and does,
incidentally, offer an intriguing fragmentary portrayal of African street merchants in urban America), and
varies his novels essentially repetitive actions only with such undeveloped (if promising) scenes as Khadijas
unhappy confrontation with Issas posturing mother Hampsa (a character who wed like to have known better),
Issas problems with INS regulations, and his trip to the Midwest (part of the American bush) for Chicagos
Black Expo sales convention. Along the way, Stoller frequently interrupts the storys progress to lever in
background exposition, not always keeping verb tenses quite exact enough to avoid creating some reader
confusion. Which is too bad, because Issa and Khadija are, in their differing ways, potentially engaging
characters, and their tale ought to have gripped the reader much more than it does. -- Copyright ©1999,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Paul Stoller is a professor of anthropology at West Chester University of Pennsylvania. He is the author of
many books, including ethnographies, biographies, and memoirs. In 1994 he was awarded a prestigious
Guggenheim Fellowship. In 2002, the American Anthropological Association named him the recipient of the
Robert B. Textor Award for Excellence in Anthropology. He lectures frequently both in the United States
and Europe and has appeared on various NPR programs as well as on the National Geographic Television
Network.
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Issa Boureimais a young, hip African street vendor who sells knock-off designer bags and hats in an open-
air market on 125th street in Harlem. His goal is to become a "Jaguar'—a West African term for a keen
entrepreneur able to spot trends and turn a profit in any marketplace. This dynamic world, largely invisible to
mainstream culture, is the backdrop of thistimely novel.

Faced with economic hardship in Africa, Issa has |eft his home in Niger and his new wife, Khadija, to seek
his fortune in America. Devout Muslims, the couple has entered into a "modern" marriage: Khadija is
permitted to run her own business, and |ssa has agreed not to take additional wives. Issa quickly adaptsto his
new surroundings, however, and soon attracts several girlfriends. Aided by a network of immigrants, he
easily dlipsthrough gapsin the "system" and extends his stay in America indefinitely. Following a circuit of
African-American cultural festivals across America, he marvels at African-Americans' attitudes toward
Africa, and wonders if helll ever return to Niger. Meanwhile, Khadija al so struggles to make it—to become a
"Jaguar"—as she combats loneliness, hostile in-laws, and a traditional, male-dominated society. The
eventual success of her dry goods shop and her growing affection for a helpful Arab merchant make her
wonder if shelll ever join Issain America.

Drawing on his own decades of experience among Africans both in Niger and in New Y ork, Paul Stoller
offers enormous insight into the complexities of contemporary Africa. Alive with detail, Jaguar is a story of
triumph and disappointment, of dislocation and longing, and of life lived in aworld that no longer recognizes
boundaries.
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Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

Very Interesting Book

By Dee

I loved this book! | read it almost non-stop until | finished it. I've read many books on Africa and African
lifestyles, but this one was still informative. | admired Khadija for her strength of character, high principles
and decisiveness in her business decisions. | was quite curious as to whether or not she and Issa would
reunite, in the end. | must say that the book ended with afeeling of closure even though there were a couple
of surprises. | will be looking forward to reading the next book that Mr. Stoller has very recently completed,
on a similiar topic. | recommend this book for anyone interested in Africans, how some of them think,



rationalize and go about the task of trying to "makeit" in America

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

A Jaguar's Tale of Triumph

By Brooke L. Mgjeske

Paul Stoller, an anthropologist, has specialized in ethnographic study of the traditions of the Songhay people
of the Republic of Niger in 1976 to 1990, previous research among West African street vendors and art
tradersin New Y ork City, and is the author of the entertaining ethnographic fictional book, Jaguar: A Story
of Africansin America. Stoller's literary work fulfills the quest of providing an enlightening anthropol ogical
study of the African family and culture in Niger Africa, while bridging the transition of the life of a noble
man in Africa, 1ssa Boureima, to the life of an entrepreneur vendor on the streets of Harlem. The vivid and
accurate story of Issa’s transition as a West African immigrant to the busy streets of Harlem is a clear proof
of the success of Stoller's life'swork of ethnographic research in West Africaand New Y ork City for the past
thirty years. Stoller's primary interests in his ethnographic studies include film, anthropology of religion, and
the various cultures within cities of Africa, aswell as The United States. His primary interests are evidently
explored in the themes of Jaguar: the dichotomy of African and American culture, including the exploration
of the vast differences in the socioeconomic foundations, the differential struggles of individualism and
collectivism, and the anthropological insights of the gender traditions of a religious heart of Muslim residing
in Africa, as well as America. The backbone of Stoller's Jaguar is the support of many research fellowships
and grants, in which Stoller has used to provide his readers with a story thriving with detail of success and
setback, of a sense of aching Diaspora, and the life adjustments of a kept man, restricted by his role in
family, to the changing lifein afree world that no longer acknowledges boundaries.

The questionabl e fate of a kept, noble, West African man in a borderless world of possibility engages every
reader to explore the Issa's economic and marital responsibilities of his family, deemed to the eldest son,
while finding hisidentity as an African immigrant in America. 1ssa, the eldest son born of a noble, merchant
family of Niger, holds the responsibility to uphold the longevity of the prosperity of his family. Stoller
illustrates the intensity of the family's frail entitlement in a seemingly third world country, climaxing the
problematic concern of Issa's marital defiance by claiming awife outside of the noble kin.

Confronted with economic destitution in Africa, 1ssa's struggles to fulfill the responsibilities of providing for
his family, and a hopeful Issa leaves his new wife, Khadija, and family to seek his fortune in America.
Stoller's exemplifies a borderless American experience with Issa's "sinful" decisions of retaining many
girlfriends, defying immigration laws, and living freely in a country of opportunities. Triumph and
disappointed in endured in Issa's combat for success as a young African vendor on the streets of Harlem,
selling knock-off designer bags and hats, striving for the title "Jaguar", a West African term for a keen
entrepreneur able to spot trends and turn profit in most any marketplace. Meanwhile in Africa, Khadija
strives to be a " Jaguar" as an independent, modern businesswoman, while battling her marital obligations of
unwelcoming in-laws in a traditional, male-dominated society. Bound by marriage, the couple finds
themselves independently successful aworld away from each other struggling with a questionable fate of the
longevity of their triumphant prosperity when joined geographically together.

A promised lively, engaging experience to every reader of Stoller's Jaguar: A Story of Africansin America.
Stoller successfully drowns the expectations of boredom of an anthropological text by delivering a fictional,
lively story. The lively story provides interesting information to be learned of the anthropology of West
Africa and the streets of Harlem, yet with colorful characters enduring life experiences, the hardships of an
immigrant's stories, marital struggles, and trying devotions to family. Stoller presented his research
beautifully throughout the well-structured book, connecting the memorable hardships of each character
through every chapter. The reader is promised to feel the emotions of the characters through Stoller's
compelling authorship. This timely novel is a vacation for the minds' of his readers of a dynamic world,
which strays from mainstream culture, into the world of a West-African immigrant, afamily of West Africa,
an independent woman of West Africa, all connected with religious foundational beliefs as Muslims striving



for prosperity in the twentieth century. This literary work is complete without any need for adjustments or
improvements. Stoller's book can be enjoyable to all audiences in search of an entertaining novel that will
have you wishing for more.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

Jaguar: astory of Africansin America

By A. Taher

Paul Stoller, a professor of anthropology at West Chester University of Pennsylvania, has spent much of his
career conducting research on the Songhay people of the republic of Niger.In 1999, Stoller published a book,
Jaguar: a Story of Africansin America, which is about West African Muslims who migrate to the U.S. and
work as street vendors and traders. These men, who move across the globe for years at atime in order to
make money, are known as Jaguars. In addition, this ethnographic fiction is about the world these African
men leave behind in their native lands, and the responsibilities they have to their families living there. In
Jaguar: a Story of Africans in America, Stoller illustrates the dichotomy between African culture and
American culture by showing the differences in gender roles, class structures, and family. Furthermore,
Stoller depicts the different views each culture has on topics like polygamy and adultery. Stoller's book also
describes the tensions between contemporary and traditional gender roles. Finally, Stoller's book
demonstrates a struggle between individualism and collectivism.

Jaguar: a Story of Africansin America centers on a man from Niger named Issa. Issa has gone to America
and left his wife, Khadija, in Niger in search of fortune and adventure. 1ssa becomes a street vendor in
Harlem, New York, and his life begins to change as he lives with American culture. He encounters many
new things and meets many people throughout his journey. Meanwhile, Khadijais left behind in Niger with
no husband, and a mother-in-law who can't stand her because of her social class. With the departure of 1ssa,
Khadija's life changes as she struggles to define herself as an individual. 1ssa and Khadija faced many other
difficulties, including the struggle to remain loyal to each other and resist sexual temptations. Stoller's book
contains 31 short chapters and 210 pages. The book is split between two settings, Niger and Harlem, that
alternate back and forth throughout the story. Thisis the basic structure of the book, and the settings continue
to alternate with about five chaptersin each section.

Paul Stoller's Jaguar: a Story of Africansin Americais entertaining, and very easy to read. The book iswell
written, and the vocabulary is not difficult to comprehend. Stoller's book is very interesting because it
teaches peopl e about the struggles Africans face when migrating to America. It shows the difficult life styles
that Africans have to live, in addition to leaving their families behind. Also, Stoller's book is very sad
because African families are torn apart. Families are separated as the men leave for work and opportunity in
America, in order to support their families who are left behind. Stoller's book focuses on West African
Muslims living in America. He does a good job emphasizing the difficulties that many Africans face while
living in America. However, Stoller does not do a good job emphasizing the Islamic aspect of the Africans
lives. For instance, the idea of committing adultery is not taken seriously in the book. Several characters
commit the act, without any fear, and they show no regret. Thisis not Islamic because adultery isamajor sin
that Muslims should refrain from ever committing.

Jaguar: a Story of Africansin Americais a good book in which the author does a fantastic job depicting the
lives and struggles of Africans living in the United States. It is a great introduction for anyone who is
interested in learning about West African culture, and the way some of them live in America. However, this
is not a good book for someone who is interested in learning about Islam in the United States, because the
book doesn't do agood job addressing the Islamic aspects of the Africans who live in America.

See all 10 customer reviews...
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wives. While Khadija struggles and thrives with her dry goods shop, Issa acquires a stable of American
lovers, feeling guilty and dishonest. Since Issa sends sizable sums of money back to his family, Khadija
faces the growing resentment of his family over her business and independence. Stoller adds subtle power
and depth to the story as he shows her increasing loneliness and despair when she learns that her husband
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From Kirkus Reviews

An unusua premisethe life of a West African immigrant in Harlemis the best thing about this unfortunately
slack first novel by Stoller, an American professor of anthropology whos written scholarly studies of Niger
and its environs (In Sorcerys Shadow: A Memoir of Apprenticeship Among the Songhay of Niger, 1987,
etc.). Issa Boureima, an enterprising Nigerien, has left his young wife Khadija at home with his own
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