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Disastrous Decisions. The Human and Organisational Causes of the Gulf of Mexico Blowout takes the
reader into the realm of human and organisational factors that contributed to the Deepwater Horizon disaster
in 2010. This event resulted in the loss of 11 livesin the explosions and fire, the sinking of the rig and untold
damage to the environment and to the livelihood of Gulf residents. It isimportant to know what people did,
but even more important to know why they did it, so this book attempts to "get inside the heads" of decision-
makers and understand how they themselves understood the situations they were in. It also seeks to discover
what it was in their organisational environment that encouraged them to think and act as they did. Professor
Andrew Hopkins is an internationally-renowned presenter, author and consultant in the field of industrial
safety and accident analysis. Professor Hopkins has been awarded a prize by the European Process Safety
Centre for "extraordinary contribution to process safety"”, the first time this has been awarded outside of
Europe. Professor Hopkins has been involved in various government occupational health and safety (OHS)
reviews and completed consultancy work for major companies in the resources sector, as well as speaking
regularly to audiences around the world about the causes of major accidents. He delivers presentations to
organizations both within and outside Australia, and the topics include the BP Texas City Refinery Disaster,
Mindful Leadership, Lessons from Longford (on the Esso Gas Plant Explosion) and Safe Behaviour
Programs. He is a recipient of the 2008 EPSC Process Safety award. Professor Hopkins was an expert
witness at the Royal Commission into the causes of the Esso's gas plant at Longford in Victoriain 1998.
More recently he was a consultant to the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board (CSB) during
its investigation into the 2005 explosion at BP's Texas City Refinery and was an expert commentator in the
CSB film about the disaster.
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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.

Excellent book, highly recommend.

By C. Osterman

Excellent book, would highly recommend. Though technical, easy to read and understand. We have
purchased these books for our team to read and have found them quite valuable and effective in
understanding Human Factors.

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.



Disastrous & Tragic!

By Amazon Customer

As a part of the offshore drilling family, and because | knew one of the 11 personally, | have a strong need to
find out as much as | can about this tragedy.

Thisit's, in my opinion, an unbiased account of this disaster and | appreciate the author's monumental effort.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

Five Stars

By Amazon Customer

An Excellent book everyone interested in process safety and organisational issues behind major accidents
should read

See all 9 customer reviews...
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